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Definition
Mathematical Literacy (ML) means having the ability to problem solve, reason and analyse information. It is the ability to use mathematics to help solve real-world problems. It is also the ability to understand the language of mathematics, for example, ‘sum’ means the total to addition of two or more numbers, ‘difference’ means the result of subtracting one number from another number. Mathematical Literacy helps students to decipher what a question is actually asking by understanding the terminology.
Rationale
Mathematical Literacy is a vital skill that is required in everyday life and should form a significant part of student’s learning across the entire college with particular emphasis placed on the application of these skills in practical and real-life situations. It is critical in preparing students for life after college and, as a result, should be seen as a vital part of students’ education within all subject areas. 

Students often find it difficult to apply skills that they have learnt in their mathematics lessons to other subjects; this needs to be developed to ensure a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts and their application. As a consequence of this, everyone has a genuine stake in the cultivation of effective mathematical skills.
Aims

· To develop high standards in mathematics across the curriculum
· To ensure consistency of practice – including methods, vocabulary and notation
· To encourage greater collaboration between mathematics and other subjects
· To assist the transfer of students’ knowledge, skills and understanding between subjects emphasizing the application of mathematical skills that students can use in real-life and practical situations
To raise standards within curriculum areas, each subject department will: 
· Model good teaching of mathematics in their subject area
· Research current teaching methods in mathematics relevant to their subject
· Audit mathematical skills required within their department and use CPD to enhance staff skills where necessary
· Ensure that mathematical skills are highlighted in schemes of work, monitor ways in which staff teach these skills and promote sharing of good practice.
Each teacher will: 

· Model good teaching of mathematics in their subject area
· Promote positive ‘can do’ attitude to mathematics 

· Build in lesson planning the teaching of current methods in mathematics relevant to their subject area

· Mark student work for mathematics and use ML stamp

· Monitor and reward progress in mathematics
· Support those students with additional mathematical needs using a variety of approaches

Statement to students 
OUR MATHEMATICAL LITERACY POLICY

All of your teachers will work together to help you to gain the best mathematical skills possible.
HOW WE ARE GOING TO MAKE IT HAPPEN

Your teachers will support and encourage you to fulfill the following expectations in all subjects: 

1. Estimate before Calculate.
You should always have a rough idea of what the answer is going to be by estimating, ensuring answers are reasonable. For example, 37 x 24 is estimated by 40 x 20 = 800. 
2. Construct and interpret graphs accurately 
You are expected to label axes, use an appropriate scale when constructing graphs and interpret information from graphs and charts.
3. Know key formulas
You are expected to learn key formulas. For example, Area of a Circle = πr².
4. Check calculations

You must always find your faults and fix (using green pen).
5. Convert between different units of measure

You will need to be able to convert between different units for length, weight and capacity, including metric and imperial conversions.  
6. Mathematical Reasoning 
You will need to be able to explain or prove whether or not a statement is true or false. 
